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Dr. P. J. Feeny: I saw Case I several times when he was having Finsen light, and have not seen him again until now, when he is greatly improved.
Dr. R. M. B. MacKenna: There is some evidence that dermatologists in France are working along the same or similar lines and therefore I would urge Dr. Dowling and Dr. Prosser Thomas to publish an account of their work at an early date. I should like warmly to congratulate the exhibitors of these cases on the excellent results which they have achieved.
The President: We all congratulate Dr. Dowling and Dr. Prosser Thomas very sincerely. These cases are absolutely dramatic. I have not seen anything so promising for very many years.
Dr. G. B. Dowling: I have little to add except to thank Dr. Prosser Thomas for all the trouble he has taken in collecting and keeping records of these cases. Those that have been shown to-day have had no treatment whilst under our care except calciferol by mouth, but they are selected cases. As regards the other cases which we have treated with calciferol I think it is fair to say that all of them appear to have improved, but by no means all to the same extent.
Lupus Vulgaris Verrucosus of the Buttocks.-H. CORSI, F.R.C.S. G. P., male aged 49.
Examination.-On the medial part of the buttocks are symmetrical areas, of a dark red, vegetative state of the skin, each area being rather larger than the size of a hand and fingers. The lesions are abruptly marginated, the margins appearing much more active than most of the central area, where some places show spontaneous recovery.
There is a clear area between the medial margin of each lesion and the anal skin.
Rectal examination was negative.
There is a patch of lichenification on the left shin, which has been present for twenty years. This has given no trouble except some itching, which, following some X-ray treatment, has now ceased completely.
The Wassermann reaction is negative. History-statement by patient.-He was never conscious of anything abnormal until the early part of 1945. From 1941 to June 1944 he used to go to business in his car, but after that he took to riding a bicycle. Some six months later, he noticed blood on his underclothing, and found some blood blisters on the inner surface of his buttocks. Excepting for some soreness, the condition gave him no trouble, and was only seen by his general practitioner, Dr. Hector of Letchworth, in June 1945, when the patient was examined on account of lumbago.
He was in the Army in 1939-41, and went to France. He had a fall from a wagon early in 1940, suffering severe bruising of the buttocks. This took several weeks to clear, but the patient says that after some months there was nothing left to see of this bruising. He has always been in good health except for "bronchitis", which troubles him most winters. His mother and brother died of tuberculosis. An X-ray photograph of his chest shows a large cavity in the left upper zone. Examination of the small quantity of sputum which he was able to produce shQws the presence of tubercle bacilli. The E.S.R. rate is 12 mm.
Diagnosis.-Chronic phthisis, probably of many years' standing. Treatnzenit.-There was improvement following the use of penicillin cream, which was tried in the belief that the condition nrright be a staphylococcal vegetative condition.
There was improvement, also, in two smaller areas treated with X-rays.
Section.-The appearances are typical of lupus vulgaris. Dr. Prosser Thomas: I have not seen any references to its use in concentrated form in tuberculosis elsewhere.
